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The Evidence of Solomon’s Mosque
in the Apadana Hall, Persepolis

Hamed Mowlaei
Hamed_mowlaiey@yahoo.com

Younes Zare
yoni_apadana@yahoo.com

Abstract: This article introduces a number of Islamic-era scripts and motifs discovered during
the 2021 survey at the northwestern entrance of the Apadana Hall in Persepolis. The most emi-
nent motif is a Qibla compass engraved on the surface of the western pillar of the entrance. The
inscriptions seem to be prayers. This paper includes the documentation, reading, and interpre-
tation of inscriptions and graffiti, suggesting that during the first few centuries after Islam a lo-
cal mosque may have been constructed here. These remains might be related to the “Solomon’s
Mosque” in Persepolis reported by the early Islamic sources.

Keywords: Persepolis, Apadana, Chehel Minar, Islamic Inscriptions and Motifs, Mosque.
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Fig. 1: The northwestern entrance of the Apadana Hall and the Qibla direction (© Persepolis Archive, imagery date 2002).
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Fig. 2: The inscriptions on the floor and western pillar of the northwestern entrance of the Apadana Hall.
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Fig. 3: Inscriptions 1 and 2 on the floor of the northwestern entrance of the Apadana Hall.
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Fig. 4: Inscriptions 3 and 4 on the floor of the northwestern entrance of the Apadana Hall.
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Fig. 5: The Qibla compass and its adjacent inscription on the western pillar of the northwestern entrance of the Apadana Hall.
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Fig. 6: Inscription 7 on the western pillar of the northwestern entrance of the Apadana Hall.

VY



LT 2 e Jled o) (8 52 (59 V) b A slodiS Y 005
Fig. 7: Inscriptions 11-8 on the western pillar of the northwestern entrance of the Apadana Hall.
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Fig. 8: The Qibla compass on the third tier of the Tomb of Cyrus the Great, Pasargadae.
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Fig. 9: Top- The destruction of the face, hand, and parts of the body of the rock relief, probably during the Safavid period, Middle and
Bottom- As a result of the Hall’s use as a mosque, the rock relief on the western wing of the northern staircase of the Apadana Hall is
believed to have been systematically destroyed.
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