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No. ECI/524/PD-60 27 February 2025

ECO Cultural Institute
Tehran-IRAN

PRESS RELEASE

The ECO Cultural Institute strongly denies the news items carried in certain parts of the media
claiming that in its annual calendar for 2025, an Iranian poet has been shown as a poet from another
member state.

It is further clarified that no Calendar for 2025 has been approved or printed as yet by the ECO
Cultural Institute.

The ECO Cultural Institute had contacted the esteemed governments of the ten member states of
the Economic Cooperation Organization with the request to provide and confirm the name, picture
and a few introductory sentences about their national poet to be carried in the Calendar.

Based on the input, that the ECI deeply appreciates and respects, received from the member states
several formats of the calendars have been prepared internally for consideration by the member
states and approval of one final design. So far no design has been finalized, nor any of the designs
been approved for printing and distribution.

An unapproved PDF file, amongst one of the many files, was deliberately and with malicious
intent, leaked to several social media groups. The ECI is investigating the culprits behind this
criminal act and the person responsible shall be reported to the esteemed governments.

The ECI reiterates its pride in the fact that several poets of the region such as Nizami Ganjawi,
Maulana Rumi, Allama Igbal Lahori, Ustad Rudaki are owned and loved all across the E.C.O
region and not just in one state. The ECI annual calendar honors all of them and introduces them
to the wider world.
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The final draft once printed will definitely reflect the consensus amongst the member nations and
their peoples. The ECI’s objective is to promote love, friendship and better understanding amongst
the peoples of the region and will not be part of any activity to create friction or to cause offense
to any nation.

The ECI takes prides in, and salutes, the rich literary tradition of the Persian language and holds
the poets such as Nizami Ganjavi and others in highest esteem. The ECI strongly condemns the
false news about calendar 2025 which is still in design stage.
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